obligations.    " Every day with her was a fete," he said to Madame Hanska long afterwards.
About this time another friendship was beginning, which, though slower in growth and not so passionate in character, was as faithful, and was only terminated by Balzac's death.   When Madame Surville went to live at Versailles,   she  was delighted to find that an old schoolfellow, Madame Carraud, was settled there, her husband holding the post of director of the military school at Saint-Cyr.    Honore had known Madame Carraud since 1819 ; but he first became intimate with her and her husband in 1826, and later he was their constant guest at Angouleme, where Commandant Carraud was in charge of the Government powder-works, or at Frapesle in Berry, where Madame Carraud had a country house.    She was a woman of much intelligence   and   ambition,   high-principled    and possessing much common sense.    Balzac occasionally complained that she was a little wanting in softness ; but, nevertheless, he invariably turned to her for comfort in the  vicissitudes   of his  more passionate attachments.     He was also much  attached to M.  Carraud, a man of great scientific
attainments and a good husband, but, to his wife's
* " Lettres a 1'JEtrangere. '
